REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

16 October 1998 



Name of applicant/court: 

Secretary for Internal Affairs 



Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Not Applicable 



Title of Publication: 

Bondage Trio 



Other Known Titles: 

Not Stated 



Director: 

John Jonas 



Producer: 

Gun de Fox 



Publisher: 

Not Applicable 



Author: 

Not Applicable 



Format: 

Video Recording VFIS/PAL 



Country of Origin: 

Germany 



Language: 

German 



Components of film originally examined: 



Feature: Bondage Trio 


Running time: 

50.25 

Trailers: Relax Video Notice 

Running time: 

0.24 



Total Running time: 

50.49 


Excision/Alteration: Yes. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

An excision is required to remove the entire second segment of the video recording. 
This part of the video recording contains depictions of a physical nature that are highly 
degrading and demeaning. The segment depicts a woman who is restrained by a 
series of ropes and chains. She responds to various commands from the male 
camera operator, including his request that she bark like a dog. These images 
degrade and demean the woman concerned to a high degree. The impact of the 
scene is accentuated by the fact that the scene is intended to titillate the viewer. 
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Approved components of film after excision: 


Feature: 

Bondage Trio 

Running time: 

31.30 

Trailers: 

Relax Video Notice 

Running time: 

0.24 



Total Amended Running time: 

31.54 


Classification Decision: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

Display Conditions: 

Nil. 

Descriptive Note: 

Contains explicit sex scenes. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The classification of the video recording entitled Bondage Trio is altered to: 
Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 

The classification is dependent upon one excision being made to the video recording. 

The video recording was submitted for reconsideration of its classification under 
s42(1) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. The excision 
involves images which degrade and demean a woman to a high degree and present 
physical conduct of a degrading and demeaning nature in a strong manner. These 
images occur in a segment of the video recording showing a woman responding to 
various commands from a male camera operator such as barking like a dog while she 
is restrained by a series of ropes and chains. Given that the scene is intended to 
titillate the viewer the impact of the scene is high when balanced against the 
remainder of the sexual activity contained in the video recording. The authorised 
distributor agreed in writing to make the excision in a letter dated 5 August 1998. 
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The publication contains a range of other sexual activity involving a man and woman 
engaging in a bondage and discipline role play before sexual activity. The role playing 
appears consensual and neither party is in visible distress. The sexual activity 
includes cunnilingus, fellatio, masturbation, and vaginal intercourse. 

The rights and freedoms outlined in si 4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
have been considered in coming to a decision on this publication. The classification of 
the video recording as objectionable is a reasonable limit of si 4 because the 
publication presents a woman engaging in highly degrading and demeaning conduct 
such that its widespread availability is likely to be injurious to the public good. 
Similarly, restricting the video recording to an adult audience after excisions is also a 
reasonable limit of si 4 given that the remainder of the video recording presents a 
bondage and discipline role play and sexually explicit activity that is more appropriate 
and intended for this audience. 
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